HOPE FOR THE RIVEN CLOUD 
By Bhakta John Jagannatha 


I had been feeling depressed recently. I have read that depression is a form of anger, 
anger turned inwards, self-hatred. I thought the cause of my slight depression was a verse 
I read one morning in the Bhagavad-gita As It Is by His Divine Grace A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami. 


In chapter six entitled Sankhya-yoga Arjuna asks a question of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, Sri Krsna. I refer to texts 37-38: 


arjuna uvaca 

ayatih sraddhayopeto 
yogac calita-manasah 
aprapya yoga-samsiddhim 
kam gatim krsna gacchati 


kaccin nobhaya-vibhrastas 
chinnabhram iva nasyati 
apratistho maha-baho 
vimudho brahmanah pathi 


TRANSLATION: 


Arjuna said: What is the destination of the man of faith who does not persevere, who in 
the beginning takes to the process of self-realization but who later desists due to worldly- 
mindedness and thus does not attain perfection in mysticism? 


O mighty-armed Krsna, does not such a man, being deviated from the path of 
Transcendence, perish like a riven cloud, with no position in any sphere? 


Excerpts from both purports by Srila Prabhupada: 


38 - The basic principle of self-realization is knowledge that the living entity is not this 
material body but that he is different from it and that his happiness is in eternal life, bliss 
and knowledge. These are transcendental, beyond both body and mind... 

One may sincerely accept the path of self-realization...despite constant endeavor, one 
may fail for many reasons. First of all, one may not be following the process. To pursue 
the transcendental path is more or less to declare war on illusory energy. Consequently, 
whenever a person tries to escape the clutches of the illusory energy, she tries to defeat 
the practitioner by various allurements. A conditioned soul is already allured by the 
modes of material energy, and there is every chance of being allured again, even while 
performing transcendental disciplines. This is called yogat calita manasah: deviation 
from the path of self-realization. 


39 - There are two ways to progress. Those who are materialists have no interest in 
Transcendence; therefore they are more interested in material advancement by economic 
development, or in promotion to the higher planets by appropriate work. When one takes 
to the path of Transcendence, one has to cease all material activities and sacrifice all 
forms of so-called material happiness. If the aspiring transcendentalist fails, then he 
apparently loses both ways; in other words, he can enjoy neither material happiness nor 
spiritual success. He has no position; he is like a riven cloud. A cloud in the sky 
sometimes deviates from a small cloud and joins a big one. But if it cannot join a big one, 
then it is blown away by the wind and becomes a nonentity in the vast sky... 


I stopped reading. I recognized myself immediately. That is a perfect description of me - 
a failed transcendentalist - unable to enjoy material happiness or spiritual success. A 
riven cloud. A nonentity in the vast sky. Srila Prabhupada's purport was not the cause of 
my depression. The cause was the removal of the illusion. I was seeing the stark reality of 
my own failings. I had been fooling myself. Why am I unable to attain any material 
success? Why am I unable to attain any spiritual success? I am a failure in both spheres 
of existence. I am still maintaining material desires and I am not taking complete shelter 
of the holy names - HARE KRSNA HARE KRSNA KRSNA KRSNA HARE HARE / 
HARE RAMA HARE RAMA RAMA RAMA HARE HARE. [am a riven cloud. It’s 
undeniable. 


And so for a while I was depressed and disgusted with my state of being but I did not 
give up on my self. I kept chanting and today I read further on in the same chapter of 
Bhagavad-gita As It Is. I refer to texts 41-43: 


prapya punya-krtam lokan 
usitva sasvatih samah 
sucinam srimatam gehe 
yoga-bhrasto ‘bhijayate 


athava yoginam eva 

kule bhavati dhimatam 
etaddhi durlabhataram 
loke janma yad idrsam 


tatra tam buddhi-samyogam 
labhate paurva-dehikam 
yatate ca tato bhuyah 
samsiddhau kuru-nandana 


TRANSLATION - 
The unsuccessful yogi, after many, many years of enjoyment on the planets of the pious 


living entities, is born into a family of righteous people, or into a family of rich 
aristocracy. 


Or he takes his birth in a family of transcendentalists who are surely great in wisdom. 
Verily, such a birth is rare in this world. 


On taking such a birth, he again revives the divine consciousness of his previous life, and 
he tries to make further progress in order to achieve complete success, O son of Kuru. 


Excerpts from the three purports by Srila Prabhupada: 


4] - ...The real purpose of yoga practice is to achieve the highest perfection of Krsna 
consciousness. But those who do not persevere to such an extent and fail due to material 
allurements are allowed, by the grace of the Lord, to make full utilization of their 
material propensities. And after that, they are given opportunities to live prosperous lives 
in righteous or aristocratic families. Those who are born in such families may take 
advantage of the facilities and try to elevate themselves to full Krsna consciousness. 


42 - Birth in a family of yogis or transcendentalists - those with great wisdom - is praised 
herein because the child born in such a family receives spiritual impetus from the very 
beginning of his life. It is especially the case in the acarya or gosvami families. Such 
families are very learned and devoted by tradition and training, and thus they become 
spiritual masters... By the grace of the Lord, there are still families that foster 
transcendentalists generation after generation. It is certainly very fortunate to take birth in 
such families... 


43 - ...By the grace of the Lord the transcendentalist gets repeated opportunities for 
complete perfection in Krsna consciousness. 


There is hope for this riven cloud. I don't want to waste my present opportunity of the 
slight chance of going back to Godhead in this very short lifetime. I don't want to spend 
lifetime after lifetime trying to enjoy materially before taking birth in a righteous or 
aristocratic or gosvami family. I don't want to suffer repeated births, cramped and 
suffering inside the womb over and over and then having my material body forced to die 
repeatedly. 


Krsna is so merciful that He gives opportunity after opportunity, birth after birth, to 
achieve complete success. I have received His mercy an unknowable amount of times 
already and I am finally at the point of being given the opportunity to completely 
succeed. Complete success in Transcendence is not just being allowed to go back to 
Godhead. It is also the achievement of the desire to do whatever the Supreme Lord 
desires. My slight feeling of depression is gone and been replaced with a feeling of 
determination and grateful dependence on the mercy of Guru and Krsna. This is just a 
small example of the potency of the original, unedited, Bhagavad-gita As It Is by His 
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhupada. Accept no substitutes. Jaya 
Srila Prabhupada. Hare Krsna. 


FEAR LOST AND HAPPINESS FOUND 
IN KRSNA CONSCIOUSNESS 
By Bhakta John Jagannatha 


Fearing or defending is one of the four material bodily demands in human and animal life 
— ahara — eating, nidra — sleeping, maithuna — mating, and bhasya — defending. Fear in 
its many forms can be detrimental and even destructive to our mental, emotional, 
physical and spiritual well-being. 


In this article I would like to offer what I pray is useful information in service to the 
Vaisnavas concerning the emotion known as fear and the many aspects or gradations of 
fear and how they impact the individual and how one can lose that fearing propensity 
simply by engaging in devotional service to the Supreme Personality of Godhead and in 
doing so find real happiness in Krsna consciousness or bhakti yoga. 


First let us get a concise definition of fear. I confess that Iam an old school type. I prefer 
to rely on old school ways and methods that I learned in my youth in this life rather than 
the currently popular transient politically correct ways and methods. For me old school is 
the only school and therefore I prefer to use the information available in books of 
knowledge written prior to this ignorant age of political correctness wherein truth, in 
particular absolute truth, regardless of its essential benefits which should be obvious to 
anyone with God-given intelligence, is not welcome. 


The definition of fear from Webster’s New International Dictionary, Second Edition, 
Unabridged, 1951 — 


fear — noun — 
1. Painful emotion marked by alarm, extreme awe, or anticipation of danger; agitation or 
revulsion caused by foreboding, fright, dread; disquiet; also, an instance or manifestation 
of this feeling. 
‘Perfect love casteth out fear. 1 John 4.18.’ 
2. State or habit of fearing (something) or of being fearful; anxious concern; solicitude; 
as, to live in fear of one’s enemies; to set out on a journey in fear and trembling. 
3. Awe or apprehension arising from awareness of a superior or uncontrollable power or 
force; profound reverence, esp. for the Supreme Being; also, awed recognition of that 
which may injure, punish, etc. 
‘And calm with fear of God’s divinity. Wordsworth.’ 
4. That which causes, or which is the object of, apprehension or alarm; ground for or 
occasion of alarm; danger. Now Rare, except in no fear; as, he will not fail, no fear. 
‘There were they in great fear, where no fear was. Psalms 53.5’ 


Synonyms — FEAR, DREAD, FRIGHT, ALARM, DISMAY, CONSTERNATION, 
PANIC, TERROR, HORROR. FEAR is the most general term; DREAD emphasizes the 
idea of apprehension or anxiety; FRIGHT implies the shock of sudden, startling, and 
commonly short-lived fear; ALARM suggests the surprise and agitation which is excited 


by imminent or unexpected danger; DISMAY implies deprivation of spirit, courage, or 
initiative, esp. by an alarming or disconcerting prospect; CONSTERNATION heightens 
the implication of prostration or confusion of the faculties; PANIC is overmastering and 
unreasoning, often groundless, fear or fright; TERROR suggests the extremity of 
consternation or (often violent) dread; HORROR adds the implication of shuddering 
abhorrence or aversion. 


Now let us look at some information excerpted from an early 20" century health book 
concerning fear and its many facets and their adverse effects on the vitality of the living 
entity. 


*Excerpt from Living Life to Live It Longer — 


“Fear is the most destructive of all emotions. It benumbs and paralyzes the body and 
wastes nerve energy as few other things do. It has often been the cause of sudden death in 
weak individuals. There is a striking similarity between great fear and freezing. In both 
cases the face is blanched, the teeth chatter, the body trembles (shivers), becomes 
cramped and bent, the chest is contracted, breathing is slow and comes in short gasps. 


Fear greatly affects the heart. In one case of death of an animal, through fear, witnessed 
by me, the heart was ruptured. 


The stomach ceases to function under fear. Dr. Cannon, noted investigator of the 
physiology and pathology of digestion, was once watching the movements of the 
intestines of a cat by means of the X-ray. One day during the course of his observations a 
dog barked near the laboratory, frightening the cat. The cat’s intestines immediately 
became rigid and immobile, forcing him to discontinue his experiment for several hours. 
Fear had caused the rhythmic muscular motions of the cat’s intestines to cease altogether. 
Many experiments have shown that these same influences interfere with and impair the 
functions of the glands that secrete the digestive juices. Note the dryness of the mouth, 
because of suspended salivary secretion, in fear. 


Not only are the muscles and glands involved in digestion impaired by fear, but the 
muscles and glands of the whole body are impaired. Human beings, due to their more 
highly organized nervous systems, are more quickly and more profoundly affected by 
emotions than are cats or other animals and the results are more far-reaching. 


As another example of the effects of fear upon the secretion, there is the well known 
graying of the hair in those who have been profoundly shocked through fear or by some 
great horror. Men sentenced to death often become gray haired in a few days. I saw 
young men go to France [during WWI] with hair as black as graphite and return a few 
months later as gray haired as aged men. This loss of color by the hair is due to the 
suspension of the secretion of minute glands at the roots of the hair. Fear often results in a 
sudden and involuntary discharge of the contents of the bowels and bladder. 
Apprehension causes frequent urination and often produces a diarrhea. 


There are many things people fear — death, the “hereafter”, the “end of the world”, 
poverty, the dark and a thousand and one things. It makes no difference in the results of 
fear, however, what one fears. 


Worry is a baby fear. It impairs secretion and excretion and depresses all the functions of 
the body. The secretions are altered and nutrition is impaired. Poisons accumulate in the 
body. The victim gradually wastes away. None of the functions of the body are carried on 
properly under such a state of mind. The appetite is impaired and digestion is weakened. 


More often than otherwise things over which people worry are trivial and unimportant. 
Often too, they worry over things they think are coming, troubles that are just ahead, or 
losses they are about to sustain. Usually they derive all the misery and unhappiness out of 
these things they can before hand, then the thing they feared does not materialize. They 
do not have the trouble they anticipated, do not sustain the loss they so much dreaded. If 
the trouble does come, the misery they have suffered while anticipating it does not help 
them to bear up under it. On the contrary it lessens their power to meet and overcome the 
“necessary evils” of life; but multiplies them, while weakening one’s talents and energies 
and preventing him from accomplishing his best mental and physical work 


Jealousy is a curious combination of fear, anger and the desire to have and to hold. It is 
truly “the green-eyed guardian of the family honor”. It is this so long as it does not 
dethrone reason and intelligence. If it dethrones these it is a devastating pestilence. 


The jealous person is fearful of losing, is angry at the thought of losing, and desires to 
have and to hold the thing he or she fears is about to be lost. There is, no doubt, a great 
mixture of wounded vanity and pride in the jealous manifestations. The jealous person 
usually suffers all the torments of Dante’s Inferno and often causes equally as much 
suffering to others. 


There is a marked change in the features and countenance of the jealous person. He 
rapidly develops an intense hatred for those he fears, and this, added to the fear, anger 
and self-pity already present, forms a powerful combination of destructive emotions 
which impair all the forces and functions of life. It is often based on imaginary things or 
on a one-sided view of life. It tends, when not controlled by reason and intelligence, to 
greatly magnify every real or imaginary injustice. Mole hills become mountains under its 
magic influence. Misery, unhappiness, despair and even death follow in its wake. Homes 
are wrecked, love is destroyed or turned aside, and great injury often done to innocent 
victims. Jealousy is truly a consuming fire. 


Lying, stealing, cheating, gambling and all forms of dishonesty, produce enervation and 
hardening of the arteries. In all of these there is the fear of being found out. In gambling 
there is tension and the fear of losing. Before conscience becomes hardened there is the 
stinging ash of remorse and loss of self-respect.” 


Those are some of the many faces of fear. Thankfully, fear has no place in Krsna 
consciousness. Surrender to the lotus feet of Sri Krsna removes all fear. There are so 
many examples in the Bhagavad-gita, As It Is, and the Srimad-Bhagavatam of how 
devotional service dispels even the greatest types of fear. 


Bhagavad-gita, As It Is 
Chapter 2, Text 40 


nehabhikrama-naso sti 
pratyavayo na vidyate 
svalpam apy asya dharmasya 
srayate mahato bhayat 


Translation: 
In this endeavor there is no loss or diminution, and a little advancement on this path can 
protect one from the most dangerous type of fear. 


In this verse the endeavor Krsna is speaking to Arjuna about is bhakti-yoga or devotional 
service in Krsna consciousness and how even a little progress on the path has a 
permanent transcendental effect. Not only that but He states clearly that it will also 
protect one from fear. 


Where does fear come from? What is the cause of fear? 


Bhagavad-gita, As It Is 
Chapter 6, Texts 13-14 


Purport excerpt: 

Vigatabhih. One cannot be fearless unless one is fully in Krsna consciousness. A 
conditioned soul is fearful due to his perverted memory, his forgetfulness of his eternal 
relationship with Krsna. The Bhagavatam says, bhayam dvitiyabhinivesatah syad isad 
apetasya viparyayo ‘smrtih: Krsna consciousness 1s the only basis for fearlessness... 


So it is due primarily to ignorance or forgetfulness of our constitutional position as 
servant of Krsna. We must take up the service of a bona fide guru and Krsna to become 


fearless. 


But how exactly does devotional service remove the most dangerous type of fear? 


Srimad Bhagavatam 
Canto 1, Chapter 1, Text 14 


appanah samsrtim ghoram 
yan-nama vivaso grnan 
tatah sadyo vimucyeta 

yad bibheti svayam bhayam 


Translation: 

Living beings who are entangled in the complicated meshes of birth and death can be 
freed immediately by even unconsciously chanting the holy name of Krsna, whis feared 
by fear personified. 


Purport: 

Vasudeva, or Lord Krsna, the Absolute Personality of Godhead, is the supreme controller 
of everything. There is no one in creation who is not afraid of the rage of the Almighty. 
Great asuras like Ravana, Hiranyakasipu, Kamsa, and others who were very powerful 
living entities were all killed by the Personality of Godhead. And the almighty Vasudeva 
has empowered His name with the powers of His Personal Self. Everything is related to 
Him, and everything has its identity in Him. It is stated herein that the name of Krsna is 
feared even by fear personified. This indicates that the name of Krsna is nondifferent 
from Krsna. Therefore, the name of Krsna is as powerful as Lord Krsna Himself. There is 
no difference at all. Anyone, therefore, can take advantage of the holy names of Lord Sri 
Krsna even in the midst of greatest dangers. The transcendental name of Krsna, even 
though uttered unconsciously or by force of circumstances, can help one obtain freedom 
from the hurdle of birth and death. 


There it is. It is so simple. Chant the holy names - HARE KRSNA HARE KRSNA KRSNA 
KRSNA HARE HARE / HARE RAMA HARE RAMA RAMA RAMA HARE HARE. Krsna 
and His name are the same. 


Bhagavad-gita, As It Is 
Chapter 10, Text 25 


maharsinam bhrgur aham 
giram asmy ekam aksaram 
yajnanam japa-yajno ’smi 
sthavaranam himalayah 


Translation: 
Of the great sages I am Bhrgu; of vibrations I am the transcendental om, of sacrifices I 
am the chanting of the holy names [japa], and of immovable things I am the Himalayas. 


Purport excerpt: 
...Of all sacrifices, the chanting of Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare / 
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare is the purest representation of Krsna... 


When you chant Hare Krsna the Supreme Lord is personally present and He is feared 
even by fear personified. 


In this age, known as Kali Yuga, there is no alternative than to chant the holy names. 
Brhad-naradiya Purana 3.8.126 


harer nama harer nama 
harer namaiva kevalam 
kalau nasty eva nasty eva 
nasty eva gatir anyatha 


Translation: 
In this age of quarrel and hypocrisy the only means of deliverance is chanting the holy 
name of the Lord There is no other way. There is no other way. There is no other way. 


One must become Krsna conscious in order to become fearless. 


Bhagavad-gita, As It Is 
Chapter 10, Texts 4-5 


buddhir jnanam asammohah 
ksama satyam damah samah 
sukham duhkham bhavo ‘bhavo 
bhayam cabhayam eva ca 


ahimsa samata tustis 
tapo danam yaso ‘yasah 
bhavanti bhava bhutanam 
matta eva prthag-vidhah 


Translation: 

Intelligence, knowledge, freedom from doubt and delusion, forgiveness, truthfulness, 
self-control and calmness, pleasure and pain, birth, death, fear, fearlessness, nonviolence, 
equanimity, satisfaction, austerity, charity, fame and infamy are created by Me alone. 


Purport excerpt: 

...Bhava, birth, should be understood to refer to the body. As far as the soul is concerned, 
there is neither birth nor death; that we have discussed in the beginning of Bhagavad-gita. 
Birth and death apply to one’s embodiment in the material world. Fear is due to worrying 
about the future. A person in Krsna consciousness has no fear because by his activities he 
is sure to go back to the spiritual sky, back home, back to Godhead. Therefore his future 
is very bright. Others, however, do not know what their future holds; they have no 
knowledge of what the next life holds. So they are therefore in constant anxiety. If we 
want to get free from anxiety, then the best course is to understand Krsna and be situated 
always in Krsna consciousness. In that way we will be free from all fear. In the Srimad- 


Bhagavatam it is stated that fear is caused by our absorption in the illusory energy, but 
those who are free from the illusory energy, those who are confident that they are not the 
material body, that they are spiritual parts of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, have 
nothing to fear. Their future is very bright. This fear is a condition of persons who are not 
in Krsna consciousness. Bhayam, fearlessness, is only possible for one in Krsna 
consciousness... 


Krsna consciousness removes the illusion, the ignorance, the fear. Once unmotivated and 
uninterrupted devotional service is established, Krsna conscious happiness, real 
happiness, will manifest. What is real happiness? Let us first define happiness in general. 


Webster’s New International Dictionary, Second Edition, Unabridged, 1951 — 
happiness — noun — 


1. Good luck; good fortune; prosperity. 

2. A state of well-being characterized by relative permanence, by dominantly agreeable 
emotion ranging in value from mere content to positive felicity, and by a natural desire 
for its continuation. Mental and moral health and freedom from irksome cares are its 
normal condition. 

3. Felicitous elegance; graceful aptitude; felicity. 


Synonyms — HAPPINESS, FELICITY, BEATITUDE, BLESSEDNESS, BLISS. 
HAPPINESS, the general term, applies to the enjoyment or pleasurable satisfaction 
attendant upon welfare of any kind; FELICITY denoting intense happiness, has more 
formal or elevated connotations; BEATITUDE is supreme felicity; BLESSEDNESS 
suggests deep or refined enjoyment arising from the purest domestic, benevolent, or 
religious affections; BLISS denotes even more exalted or ecstatic felicity; both 
blessedness and bliss, like beatitude, often refer to the joys of heaven. 


Now let us once again refer to *Living Life to Live It Longer for some insight into a few 
of the effects of happiness on the living entity. 


“Happiness is man’s normal state. Joy and happiness are essential to health. There are 
few hygienic influences that are equally as conducive to health and long life as a cheerful, 
equitable state of mind. Cheer is to the body what the sunshine and dew are to the grasses 
and flowers. It promotes digestion, paints the cheeks, puts a bright sparkle into the eyes 
and lends a buoyancy and elasticity to one’s tread. Any mental state that does not 
promote cheer, that puts a harshness into one’s words and expressions, that blanches 
one’s cheeks and dulls the natural sparkle of the eyes, exerts a depressing effect upon 
every function of the body and plays havoc with all the forces of life. 


It does one little good to eat a perfect diet, if his mental state is such as to impair and 
prevent digestion. Gloominess and grouchiness lead to an early grave. Happiness, 
contentment and cheer should be cultivated with as much care and persistency as the 
gardener exercises in the cultivation of his plants. 


The destructive effects upon the body of certain states of mind are as interesting as they 
are evident. The effect is often like an electric shock altering the feelings, deranging the 
body’s functions, and affecting the individual’s sanity as certainly as alcohol or opium. 


Self-control is the great law of mental hygiene. Cultivate poise, cheer and contentment. 
Be of good courage. Cast fear and worry aside. Learn to love your fellow men. Be not 
quick to anger. Dismiss your troubles and think upon the better things of life. By so doing 
your health will be improved and your life prolonged. 


Self-control is the great law of mental hygiene, and he who has not learned to control his 
emotions is permitting these to cut short his life.” 


Happiness based in the bodily conception of life comes and goes in the material world 
according to one’s individual karma. That is not real happiness. 


Bhagavad-gita, As It Is, 
Chapter 2, text 14 


matra-sparsas tu kaunteya 
sitosna-sukha-dukha-dah 
agamapayino ’nityas 

tams titiksasva bharata 


Translation: 

O son of Kunti, the nonpermanent appearance of happiness and distress and their 
disappearance in due course, are like the appearance and disappearance of the winter and 
summer seasons. They arise from sense perception, O scion of Bharata, and one must 
learn to tolerate them without being disturbed. 


Here Krsna is speaking to Arjuna of nonpermanent happiness or illusory happiness 
(maya). That type of false enjoyment is temporary; it has a beginning and an ending and 
is based in the sensory perception of the imperfect senses of the material body. It does not 
satisfy the spirit soul because it is based in ignorance of our actual eternal non-material 
identity. Eternal servant of Krsna is our natural constitutional position and once we 
realize that and act on that platform we attain real happiness. 


Srimad-Bhagavatam, 
Canto 1, Chapter 2, Text 19 


tada rajas-tamo-bhavah 
kama-lobhadayas ca ye 
ceta etair anaviddham 

sthitam sattve prasidati 


Translation: 

As soon as irrevocable loving service is established in the heart, the effects of nature’s 
modes of passion and ignorance, such as lust, desire and hankering, disappear from the 
heart. Then the devotee is established in goodness and he becomes completely happy. 


Purport excerpt: 

...A living being in his normal constitutional position is fully satisfied in spiritual bliss. 
This state of existence is called brahma-bhuta or atma-nandi, or the state of self- 
satisfaction... 


Real happiness or happiness in Krsna consciousness is independent of all temporary 
material conditions. It is not influenced by external ephemeral circumstances. It is 
internal happiness, the happiness of the soul. 


Bhagavad-gita, As It Is 
Chapter 5, Text 24 


yo ’ntah-sukho ‘ntararamas 
tathantar-jyotir eva yah 

sa yogi brahma-nirvanam 
brahma-bhuto ‘dhigacchati 


Translation: 

One whose happiness is within, who is active within, who rejoices within and is 
illumined within, is actually the perfect mystic. He is liberated in the Supreme, and 
ultimately he attains the Supreme. 


Purport: 

Unless one is able to relish happiness from within, how can one retire from the external 
engagements meant for deriving superficial happiness? A liberated person enjoys 
happiness by factual experience. He can, therefore, sit silently at any place and enjoy the 
activities of life from within. Such a liberated person no longer desires external material 
happiness. This state is called brahma-bhuta, attaining which one is assured of going 
back to Godhead, back to home. 


One may rid oneself of all fear by taking to devotional service and attain real lasting 
happiness but one cannot do it on one’s own. If one wants to learn how to be a mechanic 
one goes to a bona fide school to learn. The same is true for training in Krsna 


consciousness. One must learn from a bona fide teacher. One must approach a spiritual 
master and learn from him. That is the parampara system. That is Krsna’s system. 


Bhagavad-gita, As It Is 
Chapter 4, Text 34 


tad viddhi pranipatena 
pariprasnena sevaya 
upadeksyanti te jnanam 
jnaninas tattva-darsinah 


Translation: 

Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spiritual master. Inquire from him 
submissively and render service unto him. The self-realized soul can impart knowledge 
unto you because he has seen the truth. 


Those are the words of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Sri Krsna is advising us to 
go to a bona fide spiritual master if we want to receive the knowledge by which we can 
remove all fear and achieve spiritual bliss. The ultimate object of all knowledge is Krsna. 


“The most confidential part of knowledge is that one should become a pure devotee of 
Krsna and always think of Him and act for Him...”(Bhagavad-gita, As It Is, Chapter 18, 
Text 65, purport) 


That is the highest perfection and the ultimate goal if one wants real happiness. Whatever 
is Krsna’s desire should be our desire. Just like the residents of Vrndavana who knew 
nothing but Krsna. They had no fear of the many demons that tried to harm them, because 
of their complete faith in the protection of Krsna. Their happiness was in pleasing Krsna 
— the source of all happiness. 


Bhagavad-gita, As It Is, Introduction, page 18: 


“..The Supreme Lord is the supreme enjoyer, and we living entities are His servitors. 
We are created for His enjoyment, and if we participate in that eternal enjoyment with the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, we become happy. We cannot become happy 
otherwise. It is not possible to be happy independently, just as no one part of the body 
can be happy without cooperating with the stomach. It is not possible for the living entity 
to be happy without rendering transcendental loving service unto the Supreme Lord... 


...When we mention the name of Krsna, we do not refer to any sectarian name. Krsna 
means the highest pleasure, and it is confirmed that the Supreme Lord is the reservoir or 
storehouse of all pleasure. We are all hankering after pleasure. Anandamayo ’bhyasat. 
(Vs.1.1.12) The living entities, like the Lord, are full of consciousness, and they are after 
happiness. The Lord is perpetually happy, and if the living entities associate with the 
Lord, cooperate with Him and take part in His association, then they also become happy. 


The Lord descends to this mortal world to show His pastimes in Vrndavana, which are 
full of happiness. When Lord Sri Krsna was in Vrndavana, His activities with His 
cowherd boyfriends, with His damsel friends, with the inhabitants of Vrndavana and with 
the cows were all full of happiness. The total population of Vrndavana knew nothing but 
Krsna...” 


So let us all fearlessly voluntarily surrender to the lotus feet of the pure devotee, the 
completely surrendered disciple of His Divine Grace Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Goswami 
Thakura, who made it his life mission to please his guru and Krsna by propagating the 
chanting of the holy names in every town and village around the entire world and who 
achieved unparalleled success in that mission, the Founder-acharya of the International 
Society for Krsna Consciousness, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila 
Prabhupada. By following his divine instructions we will please him and by our loving 
service to him we will please the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the Absolute Truth, 
Sri Krsna, and by the causeless mercy of guru and Krsna we will attain everlasting 
blissful transcendental happiness in Krsna consciousness. 


*Excerpts from Living Life to Live It Longer 

By Herbert M. Shelton, D.P., N.D., D.N.T., D.N. Sc. 

A Study in Orthobionomics, Orthopathy and Healthful Living 
Copyrighted by How to Live for Health and Strength 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 1926 


FAITHFUL AND STEADFAST AND THE VALUE OF DETAILS IN PERFECTION 
By Bhakta John Jagannatha 


If one reads the articles by Bhakta Torben one can say that maybe he is just finding fault. 
In his recent article "Womanly Virtue Gone" he points out the change from Srila 
Prabhupada's Bhagavad-gita As It Is and the original manuscript of the word 'faithfulness' 
to the word 'steadfastness' in the “new and expanded” Bhagavad-gita As It Is. What is the 
big deal? Faithful and steadfast are synonyms. They mean practically the same thing. But 
if we take a closer look we will see that actually there is a vast difference in these two 
words. 


When I was learning the trade of Architectural Drafting before the advent of computers 
there was a quotation constantly referred to whenever someone complained about the 
painstaking process of drafting plans for any building. Every detail must be accounted for 
in the construction of any building, from a small residential house to a sky scraper. If any 
detail is omitted the whole thing could collapse. The quotation I refer to was by 
Michelangelo: "Trifles make perfection, and perfection is no trifle." This saying was 
expanded by Benjamin Franklin: "Details are but trifles, but details make for perfection, 
and perfection is no trifle." 


It is said that Srila Prabhupada "built a house in which the whole world could live." His 
parampara books are the basis or foundation of that house. Any change in any detail of 
his books could cause his whole house to collapse. 


Let us take a look at two different dictionaries which I have in my possession and are 
very exact in their definitions. Both dictionaries are thousands of pages in length. 
Webster's is almost 4000 pages and weighs about 15 pounds: real old school. 


Webster's New International Dictionary Second Edition Unabridged 1951 


faithful, adjective - 

1. Full of faith, or having faith; disposed to believe, esp. in the declaration and promises 
of God. 

2. Firm in adherence to promises, oaths, contracts, treaties, etc.; firm and thorough in the 
observance of duty; as, a faithful public official; faithful to his studies. 

3. True and constant in affection or allegiance to a person to whom one is bound by a tie 
of love, gratitude, or honor; loyal; as, a faithful husband, servant, friend, or dog. 

4. Worthy of confidence and belief; conformable to truth, fact, or an original; accurate; 
as, a faithful narrative. 

5. Given with solemn assurances; as, a faithful promise. 


steadfast, adjective - 

1. Firmly established or fixed; firm, immovable; as, steadfast ranks of troops. 

2. Unchanging; not fickle or wavering; constant; resolute; unswerving; steady; as, a 
steadfast eye, spirit, purpose. 


Right from the start it is given that faithful is full of faith, having faith, believes in the 
promises of God, firm in adherence to promises, thorough in the observance of duty, true 
in affection to a person by a tie of love, honor, loyal, worthy of confidence and belief, etc. 


Steadfast is fixed, firm, immovable, unchanging, constant, and resolute. 


Which list of attributes would one prefer to see in a woman? I would prefer the faithful - 
all the attributes are what one would desire in a good mother, wife or daughter. That is 
just my preference. I like the humans. These words are applicable to persons. I could not 
get along with someone that is immovable, unchanging, etc.; an automaton. Those are 
good qualities for an army troop as is the first example given for steadfast. These words 
could describe a machine. 


Now let’s look at the second dictionary - 
The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language 1971 


faithful, adjective - 

1. Adhering strictly to the person, cause, or idea to which one is bound; dutiful and loyal. 
2. Worthy of trust or credence; consistently reliable: a faithful guide. 

3. Consistent with truth or actuality; accurate; exact: a faithful reproduction. 

4. Obsolete. Having religious faith; believing. -the faithful. 1. The practicing members of 
a religious faith, especially of Christian or Islam. 2. The steadfast adherents of any faith 
or cause. 


Synonyms: faithful, loyal, true, constant, steadfast, staunch, resolute, devoted, 
trustworthy. These adjectives mean firm and unchanging in attachment to a person, 
cause, or the like. Faithful and loyal are often interchangeable. Faithful in particular 
suggests long and undeviating attachment; Joyal can refer to behavior over a long period 
or in a particular situation, and is the term more often applied to allegiance to a 
government. True suggests steadiness, reliability, and in a closely related sense, 
genuineness of friendship or the like. Constant stresses absence of change and thus lack 
of fickleness, though it lacks the emotional warmth of the preceding terms. The idea of 
resistance to change in ties or bonds is intensified by steadfast and even more so by 
staunch and resolute, which suggest both a strong attachment or allegiance and a 
readiness to lend support when the object of the allegiance is under attack. Devoted 
implies dedication to a person or cause and consequent lavishing of time or attention. 
Trustworthy refers to one who has established his right to be considered worthy of 
another's confidence. 


steadfast, adjective - 
1. Fixed or unchanging; steady. 
2. Firmly loyal or constant; unswerving. 


Here we see right off in faithful - adhering to a person, dutiful, loyal, worthy of trust, 
reliable, truth, religious faith, etc. - all attributes of a person. We may also note that in 
this more "modern" dictionary the religious meanings are considered obsolete. 


As for steadfast: fixed, unchanging, unswerving, etc.; in other words - impersonal. 


Then we can go further into the synonyms provided - faithful and loyal are 
interchangeable, faithful suggests long and undeviating attachment, and also emotional 
warmth is inferred. Steadfast is far down on the list and the words staunch and resolute 
are given as closer to the meaning of resistance to change than is steadfast. Steadfast is 
the least of the three synonyms for resistance to change. 


The word faithful is so much more personal than steadfast, more descriptive of the 
attributes of a human being, if we go by the actual definition of the words. Steadfast is 
more impersonal. 


Let us go further. Let’s look at the importance Srila Prabhupada places in the faithfulness 
of womanhood. I refer to the first chapter of Bhagavad-gita As It Is, 1972 Edition: 


Bhagavad-gita As It Is 
Chapter 1, Text 40 


adharmabhibhavat krsna 
pradusyanti kula-striyah 
strisu dustasu varsneya 
Jayate varna-sankarah 


Translation 

When irreligion is prominent in the family, O Krsna, the women of the family become 
corrupt, and from the degradation of womanhood, O descendent of Vrsni, comes 
unwanted progeny. 


Purport 

Good population in human society is the basic principle for peace, prosperity and 
spiritual progress in life. The varnasrama religion's principles were so designed that the 
good population would prevail in society for the general spiritual progress of state and 
community. Such population depends on the chastity and faithfulness of its womanhood. 
(emphasis added) As children are very prone to be misled, women are similarly very 
prone to degradation. Therefore, both children and women require protection by the elder 
members of the family. By being engaged in various religious practices, women will not 
be misled into adultery. According to Chanakya Pandit, women are generally not very 
intelligent and therefore not trustworthy. So, the different family traditions of religious 
activities should always engage them, and thus their chastity and devotion will give birth 
to a good population eligible for participating in the varnasrama system. On the failure of 
such varnasrama-dharma, naturally the women become free to act and mix with men, and 
thus adultery is indulged in at the risk of unwanted population. Irresponsible men also 


provoke adultery in society and thus unwanted children flood the human race at the risk 
of war and pestilence. 


As we can plainly see from the above purport the whole advancement of good population 
in human society and the success of implementing varnasrama-dharma is dependent on 
the chastity and faithfulness of womanhood. Without it there is no chance of peace, 
prosperity and spiritual progress in life. Srila Prabhupads does not say the steadfastness 
of womanhood. It is faithfulness - full of faith, having faith, belief in the promises of 
God, firm in adherence to promises, thorough in the observance of duty, true in affection 
to a person by a tie of love and honor, loyal, worthy of confidence and belief, adhering to 
a person, dutiful, worthy of trust, reliable, truthful, religious, long and undeviating 
attachment, emotional warmth, etc... 


Srila Prabhupada also says that women can be misled and must be protected and also 
must be engaged in religious activities or sadhana bhakti. But he also says that 
irresponsible men provoke women to act unfaithfully and therefore men also must be 
engaged in sadhana bhakti so that they act responsibly and fulfill their obligation of 
protecting women and not misleading them. Only then can there be any hope for the 
success of varnasrama-dharma. Let us all be faithful to the words of the Sampradaya 
Acharya, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami, Srila Prabhupada. 


The Slightest Action Can Cause The Most Significant Reaction 
By Bhakta John Jagannatha 


aa 


HH Sridhara Swami and Lord Jagannatha on West Broadway, NYC, 1990's 


June 22, 1997, was a very stormy day and night in New York City. The rain fall was 
heavy and the wind very strong and the weather close to tropical storm strength. But it 
was a Sunday and I wanted to go to Radha Govinda Mandir in Brooklyn to see Their 
Lordships Sri Sri Radha Govinda and to associate with the Vaisnavas and join in the 
kirtana, the congregational dancing and chanting of the holy names - HARE KRSNA 
HARE KRSNA KRSNA KRSNA HARE HARE / HARE RAMA HARE RAMA RAMA RAMA 
HARE HARE - and partake of the Sunday love feast. So despite the impediment of 
inclement weather I made the trip via public transportation from my home in Queens to 
Schermerhorn Street in downtown Brooklyn. 


The ride on the city bus to the temple usually took about 45 minutes but on that particular 
day it lasted almost 90 minutes due to the heavy precipitation and flooding on some 
streets along the way. After walking the five or six blocks from the bus stop on Fulton 
Street I was soaked from head to toe when I finally arrived at the temple. I was there in 
time to attend Guru puja, Tulasi puja and Sundara arati. 


As I looked around the temple room I could not help but notice there were not many 
devotees in attendance. Obviously the nasty weather was a factor in the small percentage 
of the congregation present. Never the less it was still an ecstatic kirtana for Srila 
Prabhupada, Srimati Tulasi Devi and Sri Sri Radha Govinda. 


At the conclusion of the chanting I was standing in front of the Deities admiring them 
when His Holiness Sridhara Swami came up and stood beside me also gazing at Their 
Lordships. All of a sudden maharaja smacked me on the back with his hand. 


Sridhara Swami was not a small man. He was a former college football player and still 
quite strong. He did not hurt me and it was not meant to harm me. He did give me a slight 
shock though. He was always a friendly and sociable and humble devotee. He neither 
wanted any disciples nor any one serving him. He was an exemplary disciple of Srila 
Prabhupada. 


Maharaja smiled at me and said: “You can always tell who the REAL devotees are. They 
never let any impediment stop them from serving Srila Prabhupada and Krsna.” 


That night I had a dream - 


My wife Bhaktin Maria convinced me to go on harinama. When we reached the temple 
the devotees were already returning from chanting the holy names in public. A black 
body devotee, the leader, said to me that it was about time I woke up. I knew he was 
correct. 


All the devotees then boarded a bus. We went along. We drove for a little while and when 
we stopped everyone got off the bus and went to do book distribution. I thought when I 
got on the bus, that we were going somewhere to do harinama. I was apprehensive. I was 
never any good at book distribution. In fact I was terrible. I only wanted to go on 
harinama but now I was trapped by association. Everyone was loading up their book 
bags and going out. I would feel embarrassed if I didn't do the same. Everyone had their 
own books. I walked from one end of the bus to the other and no one had any books to 
give to me. I felt more anxiety. How to distribute books without books? 


I left the bus and saw a Vaisnava newsstand where a devotee was giving out Back To 
Godhead magazines and single page pamphlets about Srila Prabhupada. So I took some 
and followed the devotees as they walked down the street to preach and distribute 
transcendental literatures. 


I reached a corner and looked to my left. There was a group of devotees preaching to the 
karmis all along the busy city street. 


Then I noticed His Holiness Sridhara Swami sitting in the middle of the street. He looked 
at me and pointed to a man standing in front of him. The man was dressed in typical 


karmi clothes and standing in front of a building. I could sense immediately that Sridhara 
Swami wanted me to preach to this man. 


Author’s journal illustration June 23, 1997 


But I didn't want to preach. I was a coward and I turned to the right and started walking 
in the opposite direction. As soon as I turned I heard someone say "Well, look who's 
here!" 


Standing right next to me was my god-brother, a first class preacher and truly 
surrendered soul, Jada Bharata prabhu. 


"What are you doing out here?" He asked. 
"Krishna tricked me!" I said. 


Jada Bharata dasa knew me and we both knew due to not conquering my mind and false 
ego I did not want to surrender to Krsna and preach His glories. We both smiled and 
laughed at the way the Supreme Lord had fooled me and given me the opportunity to 
defeat my rascal mind. I then decided to go back and preach. 


I turned to look again at Sridhara Swami but he was no longer there. It had been only a 
moment since I had turned away but he had disappeared. Even more remarkable was the 
man dressed in typical western dress that he had wanted me to preach to. He was still 
there - but now he was wearing dhoti and tilaka. Vas. 


One lesson I gleaned from this dream is an obvious one. In the Bhagavad-gita As It Is 
Krsna showed Arjuna that all the combatants on the battlefield of Kurukshetra were 
already destroyed by Him. He wanted His friend and disciple Arjuna to get the credit. 
Although Sridhara Swami is not Krsna and I am not Arjuna the lesson is the same. 
Sridhara Swami could have preached to the man, who was already a Vaisnava, only 
separated from his true identity by the time factor, but he wanted to give someone else 
the opportunity to please Srila Prabhupada and Krsna and receive the credit. The 
maharaja had no self-interest. He had no desire for personal fame, adoration or 
distinction. His only interest, and his only objective, was serving Krsna. Satisfying 
Krsna’s desire was his only desire. THAT is a REAL devotee. 


ya idam paramam guyham 
mad-bhaktesv abhidhasyati 
bhaktim mayi param krtva 
mam evaisyaty asamsayah 


na ca tasman manusyesu 
kascin me priya-krttamah 
bhavita na ca me tasmad 
anyah priyataro bhuvi 


Translation: 

For one who explains the supreme secret to the devotees, devotional service is 
guaranteed, and at the end he will come back to Me. There is no servant in this world 
more dear to Me than he, nor will there ever be one more dear. 

(Bhagavad-gita As It Is, Chapter 18, Texts 68-69) 


Another point which can be made from this particular waking and dreaming experience is 
the responsibility the experienced ISKCON devotees, the senior Vaisnavas, have and the 
spiritual desire and transcendental thoughtfulness they must necessarily realize and act 
upon in order to enable them to properly provide actual factual Krsna conscious love and 
guidance and association to the younger sadhakas and how the slightest word and or 
action can have either a negative or positive influence and reaction in the heart and soul 
and in the activities of the neophyte devotees. The responsibility of properly caring for 
one or for many spirit souls should not be taken lightly. Exemplary behavior in both 
private and public life is required. 


Srila Prabhupada wanted us all to become acharyas — to preach by example. 


yad yad acarati sresthas 
tat tad evetaro janah 
sa yat pramanam kurute 
lokas tad anuvartate 


Translation: 
Whatever action is performed by a great man, common men follow in his footsteps. And 
whatever standards he sets by exemplary acts, all the world pursues. 


Purport: 

People in general always require a leader who can teach the public by practical behavior. 
A leader cannot teach the public to stop smoking if he himself smokes. Lord Caitanya 
said that a teacher should behave properly even before he begins teaching. One who 
teaches in that way is called acarya, or the ideal teacher. Therefore, a teacher must follow 
the principles of sastra (scripture) to reach the common man. The teacher cannot 
manufacture rules against the principles of revealed scriptures. The revealed scriptures, 
like Manu-samhita and similar others, are considered the standard books to be followed 
by human society. Thus the leader’s teaching should be based on the principles of the 
standard rules as they are practiced by the great teachers. The Srimad-Bhagavatam also 
affirms that one should follow in the footsteps of great devotees, and that is the way of 
progress on the path of spiritual realization. The king or the executive head of a state, the 
father and the school teacher are all considered to be natural leaders of the innocent 
people in general. All such natural leaders have a great responsibility to their dependants; 
therefore they must be conversant with standard books of moral and spiritual codes. 
(Bhagavad-gita As It Is, Chapter 3, Verse 21) 


Srila Prabhupada wanted us to study and distribute his books, to chant at least the 
minimum prescribed number of rounds of the holy names - HARE KRSNA HARE 
KRSNA KRSNA KRSNA HARE HARE / HARE RAMA HARE RAMA RAMA RAMA HARE 
HARE — every day on japa beads, to follow the four regulative principles, to worship the 
Deities, to eat the remnants of foodstuffs offered to the Deities, and to associate and 
cooperate with each other with love and respect in devotional service. This program of 
devotional service established by Srila Prabhupada awakens our relationship with Krsna, 
is the only way to understand Krsna, the only means to see Krsna constantly and the only 
way to attain Krsna in this age. Following that program is pleasing to Srila Prabhupada 
and Sri Krsna. 


karma-jam buddhi-yukta hi 
phalam tyaktva manisinah 
jJanma-bandha-vinirmuktah 
padam gacchanty anamayam 


Translation: 

The wise, engaged in devotional service, take refuge in the Lord, and free themselves 
from the cycle of birth and death by renouncing the fruits of action in the material world. 
In this way they can attain that state beyond all miseries. 


Purport: 
The liberated living entities seek that place where there are no material miseries. The 
Bhagavatam says: 


samasrita ye padapallava-plavam 
mahat-padam punya-yaso murareh 
bhavambudhir vatsa-padam param padam 
param padam yad vipadam na tesam 


Translation: 

“For one who has accepted the boat of the lotus feet of the Lord, who is the shelter of the 
cosmic manifestation and is famous as Mukunda or the giver of mukti, the ocean of the 
material world is like the water contained in a calf’s hoofprint. Param padam, or the 
place where there are no material miseries, or Vaikuntha, is his goal, not the place where 
there is danger in every step of life.” 

(Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 10, Chapter14, Verse 56) 


Owing to ignorance, one does not know that this material world is a miserable place 
where there are dangers at every step. Out of ignorance only, less intelligent persons try 
to adjust to the situation by fruitive activities, thinking that resultant actions will make 
them happy. They do not know that no kind of material body anywhere within the 
universe can give life without miseries. The miseries of life, namely birth, death, old age 
and diseases, are present everywhere within the material world. But one who understands 
his real constitutional position as the eternal servitor of the Lord, and thus knows the 
position of the Personality of Godhead, engages himself in the transcendental loving 
service of the Lord. Consequently he becomes qualified to enter into the Vaikuntha 
planets, where there is neither material, miserable life, nor the influence of time and 
death. To know one’s constitutional position means to know also the sublime position of 
the Lord. One who wrongly thinks that the living entity’s position and the Lord’s position 
are on the same level is to be understood to be in darkness and therefore unable to engage 
himself in the devotional service of the Lord. He becomes a lord himself and thus paves 
the way for the repetition of birth and death. But one who, understanding his position is 
to serve, transfers himself to the service of the Lord, at once becomes eligible for 
Vaikunthaloka. Service for the cause of the Lord is called karma-yoga or buddhi-yoga, or 
in plain words, devotional service to the Lord. 

(Bhagavad-gita As It Is, Chapter 2, Text 51) 


We can list so many ways that we have displeased Srila Prabhupada and not followed the 
original ISKCON program His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila 
Prabhupada established for the eternal benefit of all living entities. Rather, let us all look 
to His Divine Grace and see him seated on his vyasasana, the pure devotee representative 
of Srila Vyasadeva, and listen to him lovingly preaching to us and training us and 
encouraging us and purifying us and empowering us to overcome the four principal 
defects of the conditioned soul and the threefold miseries of the material world and any 
and all so-called impediments and stumbling blocks and obstacles on the path back to 
home, back to Godhead. 


***Photo information and credits** 

Location: Soho Market, 376 West Broadway, New York City 

Photographer: His Grace Bhakta Cosmo Guarriello Sr., owner of Soho Market 

Persons in photograph: Lord Jagannatha, His Holiness Sridhara Swami (ACBSP) on top 
of ladder, His Grace Mahesvara dasa (ACBSP) on bottom of ladder 

Bhakta Cosmo hired many ISKCON devotees over the years to work for him. That was 
his way to help support the Vaisnavas and please Srila Prabhupada and Sri Krsna. I was 
one of those he hired. I used to make custom t-shirts there and stayed there for three 
years. He also donated his money and his resources and his time in support of the 
ISKCON Brooklyn temple. One of his sons, Madhu Sri dasa, is an initiated disciple of an 
ISKCON sannyasi. Soho Market no longer exists. 


https://youtu.be/JiQrvWO0ebJo link to HH Sridhara Swami chanting Nrsimha prayers 


SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 
By Bhakta John Jagannatha 


' ™ 


There are many theories concerning what took place on September 11th, 2001. Some 
believe it was an attack by terrorists against the United States. Some believe it was what 
is known as a "false flag" attack by the government and military complex of the United 
States and other countries, to drum up the support of the citizens of the U.S. and its allies 
for a ceaseless and materially profitable "war on terror". Some believe it was a ritual 
sacrifice of human lives for some demonic end. All three are distinct possibilities and 
probably all are true to some extent. 


I have the four defects that everyone has - imperfect senses, the propensity to cheat, 
surety of committing mistakes, and surety of being illusioned. I have no certain answer as 
to the identity and motives of those who committed those atrocities that day. Only the 
Supreme Controller, Bhagavan Sri Krsna, knows the truth because He is the Absolute 
Truth. I can only take shelter of the holy names of Hare, Krsna and Rama at all times 
because at any time my material body may be annihilated just like the thousands on that 
day and just like the multitudes every day that leave their body. It does not matter how or 
why my temporary flesh perishes, it only matters the state of consciousness I am in when 
Iam forced to leave. Taking shelter of the holy names - HARE KRSNA HARE KRSNA 
KRSNA KRSNA HARE HARE / HARE RAMA HARE RAMA RAMA RAMA HARE HARE - 
is the only sure way to at least leave on a good footing for the next destination. 


I beg your indulgence. I would like to share some small memories and minor realizations 
about 9/11. My present material body was born and raised in New York City and will 
probably perish here and I have a somewhat unique personal perspective concerning the 
original World Trade Center. 


Construction of the twin towers began in 1966 and buildings 1 and 2 were completed in 
1970. At the time I was a student in Saint Aloysius School in Ridgewood, Queens in New 
York City. The school was housed in an old wooden building on the corner of Onderdonk 
Avenue and Stanhope Street right next to the Rectory or residence of the Catholic priests 
of the church. A new school was being built and in 1968 we moved into the new building 
which was located on the corner of Dekalb Avenue and Seneca Avenue which was just 
two blocks away from the old school. 


The new school was a modern brick building. Directly across Dekalb Avenue, west of the 
school, was a large empty lot commonly known as the "carbarns’”’. It was called the 
carbarns because in days gone by it housed the trolley cars that used to run through the 
neighborhood. The carbarns was three blocks long and one block wide and covered in 
weeds. It was a neighborhood eyesore. One night the mayor of New York, John Lindsay, 
landed in the middle of the carbarns in a helicopter. I don't recall the reason for his 
appearance there. I just remember being part of the crowd standing on the sidewalk as he 
disembarked from the helicopter and passed through the throng of people and went on his 
Way. 


The carbarns was situated on the top of the hill, so to speak, of our little neighborhood. It 
was all downhill heading west into Williamsburg. Because the lot was empty and above 
the western part of the neighborhood there was an open view of the Manhattan skyline. I 
was in the 7th grade when we moved to the new building and during the two years I 
attended the new school - 1968 and 1969 - I recall seeing the swift progress of the 
construction of the two tall buildings in lower Manhattan. 


Twin towers under construction 


You really couldn't miss it. I would leave school through the west end doorways because 
that exit was closer to home and the first thing I would see across the barren weed strewn 
lot were those giant steel siblings rising higher and higher. 


By the time I was a teenager the carbarns had been transformed into the Grover 
Cleveland High School Athletic Field. A quarter mile running track, baseball fields, 
basketball courts and handball courts were built with a concrete grandstand next to the 
track. I ran track for the varsity and played a lot of basketball there also. What I most 
remember is spending nights sitting in the grandstand during the spring, summer and fall 
and just looking west. I would gaze at the twin towers and think about so many things. I 
would wonder about life and the world and the universe and God and what was the 
purpose of it all. The enormity of those buildings made me realize how small I was in 
comparison and how small they were in comparison to the earth and how small the earth 
was in comparison to the universe and that realization would always humble me. 


As I got older I worked as a messenger in the city and I used to love to make deliveries to 
the World Trade Center. I would get on one of the elevators and "whoosh" you literally 
flew up to the 50", 60", 70" floors in seconds. Going down it was the same. The 
shopping area was the largest of its kind back then. The whole place was a small city unto 
itself. I worked as an architectural draftsman for a company on 250 West Broadway in 
Manhattan. Downtown West Broadway ended at the foot of the towers. Their presence, 
their immense height and size, dwarfed and dominated everything in the area. When I 
was married, with wife and children, we all went up to the observation deck on the 107th 
floor, and looked out over the entire city. 


As you can see I have many memories from youth to adulthood which are connected with 
the original World Trade Center. 


Then, on September 11, 2001, some demons destroyed those buildings and annihilated 
the material bodies of so many people that lived and worked there. Since that day, I, and 
so many others, have not been the same. I witnessed the whole thing from my apartment 
window. I videotaped it. I even had a sort of prescient dream about it about a year before 
it happened. 


On the night of August 19, 2000 I had a dream that I witnessed what I thought were 
nuclear bombs being dropped on the island of Manhattan. Four bombs to be exact. In my 
dream I was having a conversation with a man in front of my apartment building. The 
building where I lived then and now is in Ridgewood, Queens, which is due east of 
Manhattan and has an almost unobstructed view of the entire Manhattan skyline. The 
man I was speaking with was facing me and had his back to the city. I was facing west. 


/ 


= 
Author’s journal sketch of dream of 9/11 


It was a clear day. As we were conversing I saw a bomb hit the ground on the horizon 
behind him to his left over his right shoulder. I stopped paying any attention to what he 
was saying and watched another and another and then a fourth bomb exploded on 
Manhattan. “Foom” was the sound they made and was followed by a blast of bright light 
and then a mushroom cloud formation rose skyward. 


For me the four bombs represent the four explosions - the two explosions when separate 
projectiles smashed into each of the towers and the two explosions when each of the 
towers was taken down. I have read of many others who had prescient dreams of that day 
so I am just one of many that may have had a sort of foreboding or forewarning of what 
was to come. 


As for the question of who perpetrated this heinous crime I have only to turn to the 
Bhagavad-gita As It Is. Chapter 16 verses 6 to 16 tell me all I need to know. The English 
translations are as follows: 


O son of Prtha, in this world there are two kinds of created beings. One is called the 
divine and the other demonic. I have already explained to you at length the divine 
qualities. Now hear from Me of the demoniac. 


Those who are demoniac do not know what is to be done and what is not to be done. 
Neither cleanliness nor proper behavior nor truth is found in them. 


They say that this world is unreal, that there is no foundation and that there is no God in 
control. It is produced of sex desire, and has no cause other than lust. 


Following such conclusions, the demoniac, who are lost to themselves and who have no 
intelligence, engage in unbeneficial, horrible works meant to destroy the world. 


The demoniac, taking shelter of insatiable lust, pride and false prestige, and being thus 
illusioned, are always sworn to unclean work, attracted by the impermanent. 


They believe that to gratify the senses unto the end of life is the prime necessity of human 
civilization. Thus there is no end to their anxiety. Being bound by hundreds and 
thousands of desires, by lust and anger, they secure money by illegal means for sense 
gratification. 


The demoniac person thinks: "So much wealth do I have today, and I will gain more 
according to my schemes. So much is mine now, and it will increase in the future, more 
and more. He is my enemy, and I have killed him; and my other enemy will also be killed. 
Tam the lord of everything, I am the enjoyer, I am perfect, powerful and happy. I am the 
richest man, surrounded by aristocratic relatives. There is none so powerful and happy 
as Iam. I shall perform sacrifices, I shall give some charity, and thus I shall rejoice." In 
this way, such persons are deluded by ignorance. 


Thus perplexed by various anxieties and bound by a network of illusions, one becomes 
too strongly attached to sense enjoyment and falls down into hell. 


A Pralambasura-like face in the cloud? 


In the purport to verse 16, Srila Prabhupada states: “The demonic man knows no limit to 
his desire to acquire money. That is unlimited. He only thinks how much assessment he 
has just now and schemes to engage that stock of wealth farther and farther. For that 
reason, he does not hesitate to act in any sinful way and so deals in the black market for 
illegal gratification. He is enamoured by the possessions he has already, such as land, 
family, house and bank balance, and he is always planning to improve them. He believes 
in his own strength, and he does not know that whatever he is gaining is due to his past 
good deeds. He is given an opportunity to accumulate such things, but he has no 
conception of past causes. He simply thinks that all his mass of wealth is due to his own 
endeavor. A demoniac person believes in the strength of his personal work, not in the law 
of karma. According to the law of karma, a man takes his birth in a high family, or 
becomes rich, or very well educated, or very beautiful because of good work in the past. 
The demoniac thinks that all these things are accidental and due to the strength of his 
personal ability. He does not sense any arrangement behind all the varieties of people, 
beauty, and education. Anyone who comes into competition with such a demoniac man is 
his enemy. There are many demoniac people, and each is enemy to the others. This 
enmity becomes more and more deep — between persons, then between families, then 
between societies, and at last between nations. Therefore there is constant strife, war and 
enmity all over the world. 


Each demoniac person thinks that he can live at the sacrifice of all others. Generally, a 
demoniac person thinks of himself as the Supreme God, and a demoniac preacher tells his 
followers: “Why are you seeking God elsewhere? You are all yourselves God! Whatever 
you like, you can do. Don’t believe in God. Throw away God. God is dead.” These are 
the demoniac’s preachings. 


Although the demoniac person sees others equally rich and influential, or even more so, 
he thinks that no one is richer than him and that no one is more influential than him. As 
far as promotion to the higher planetary system is concerned, he does not believe in 
performing yajnas or sacrifices. Demons think that they will manufacture their own 
process of yajna and prepare some machine, by which they will be able to reach any 
higher planet. The best example of such a demoniac man was Ravana. He offered a 
program to the people by which he would prepare a staircase so that anyone could reach 
the heavenly planets without performing sacrifices, such as are prescribed in the Vedas. 
Similarly, in the present age such demoniac men are striving to reach the higher planetary 
systems by mechanical arrangement. These are examples of bewilderment. The result is 
that, without their knowledge, they are gliding toward hell.” 


A demonic person has no empathy or compassion for the living entities that suffer the 
consequences of their actions. As Srila Prabhupada says in the purport there are many 
demonic persons and each is enemy to the other. What to speak of their being enemies to 
the devotees. They see everyone as their enemy and because they are so entangled and so 
bewildered they do so many insane destructive things. Hiranyakasipu tried so many times 
to murder his own son Prahlada Maharaja. Kamsa wanted to kill his own daughter 
Mother Devaki. He tried so many times to kill his own grandson Krsna. 


Today these types of demoniac persons are known as sociopaths. They are not as 
powerful but they are demons just the same. They are multi-billionaires running 
international corporations which pollute the earth and enslave the population, they are 
politicians and heads of state, bought and paid for by the corporation, that write and 
enforce the imperfect man-made laws that empower the corporations and they are famous 
media personalities that are paid to willingly and intentionally misinform and mislead the 
general population by creating an alluring illusion via television and movies and music 
and the internet. 


But they all will have to eventually pay for their sinful lives. Just like Ravana and 
Hiranyakasipu and Kamsa eventually had to pay for theirs. The devotees apparently 
suffered during the despotic reigns of those demons but that suffering, that austerity, 
made them more determined than ever to take shelter of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. Today should be no different for the Vaisnavas. 


aslisya va pada-ratam pinastu mam 
adarsanan marma-hatam karotu va 
yatha tatha va vidadhatu lampato 
mat-prana-nathas tu sa eva naparah 


I know no one but Krsna as my Lord, and He shall remain so even if He handles me 
roughly by His embrace or makes me brokenhearted by not being present before me. He 
is completely free to do anything and everything, for He is always my worshipful Lord, 
unconditionally. (Sri Sri Siksastaka, Verse 8) 


As for 9/11 and the culprits behind it — Does it really matter who did what? It does, but 
the way the man-made laws are today there is no way for you or me to bring the guilty to 
justice. Whoever they are they will answer to the laws of karma which, unlike man-made 
laws, are infallible and inescapable. They may think they have gotten away with mass 
murder but that is an illusion. They will meet their justice when the Yamaduttas arrive 
and rip them out of their material bodies and beat and whip them and drag them off to 
their particular hellish rewards. 


PERSONAL ACTIVITIES, EXPERIENCES, INTERACTIONS AND REFLECTIONS 
FROM THE RECENT LORD JAGANNATHA RATHA YATRAS 

IN NEW YORK CITY 

By Bhakta John Jagannatha 


Jagannatha is Parabrahma, the Supreme Absolute Truth. 


BRONX, NEW YORK CITY, 2015 
AN AFTERNOON WITH THE LORD OF THE UNIVERSE 
AND THE VAISNAVA DEVOTEES 


The 6th annual Bronx, New York City, Ratha Yatra took place on Sunday, May 17", on 
Moshulu Parkway as part of the Bronx Week Parade. This was my first time attending 
this enlivening Festival of the Chariots. Devotees from all over the five boroughs of New 
York City and beyond gathered together for what was described thusly in advertisements 
for the transcendental celebration: "As part of the colorful and lively Bronx Week Parade, 
the Ratha Yatra is a lively and joyous celebration of Vedic culture for our families and 
friends to experience and share with you!" 


The advertisement also stated: "The Chariot Festival of Lord Jagannatha (Ratha Yatra), 
the Lord of the Universe, has been performed at the spiritual seaside resort town of Puri, 
India for more than two thousand years. 


This spiritual festival invites all people of all castes, creeds, colors and faiths to join 
together and call out the names of God accompanied by musical instruments, graceful 
dancing, and 3 colorfully decorated chariots carrying sacred images of Lord Krishna, 
Lord Balarama, and Lady Subhadra." 


The day was warm and sunny. The temperature was in the mid 80's with very low 
humidity - a perfect day for outdoor festivities like chanting and dancing for the Lord of 


the Universe, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the fountainhead of everything and 
the last word in Transcendence. 


The Deities were dressed in royal finery and gorgeously garlanded. Their chariots were 
festooned with an assortment of fragrant flowers, fresh green leaves and an array of 
bright, multi-colored swaths of silken cloth. 


Prior to the start of the parade all of the different groups taking part were assembled 
along the parkway for an hour or so waiting for the parade to commence. They were all 
just standing around with nothing to do but wait. Not so for the devotees. Lord 
Jagannatha's servants were fully engaged in blissful harinama. They were chanting and 
dancing for the pleasure of Their Lordships, Jagannatha, Baladeva and Subhadra. They 
were purifying the mundane atmosphere with transcendental sound vibration. 


They were chanting HARE KRSNA HARE KRSNA KRSNA KRSNA HARE HARE / HARE 
RAMA HARE RAMA RAMA RAMA HARE HARE and JAI JAGANNATHA, JAI 
BALADEVA, JAI SUBHADRA, NITAI GAURA HARI BOL and JAI PRABHUPADA! 


Lord Jagannatha's chariots were the last group in the parade. In essence the best was 
saved for the last. All of the different groups had to cross in front of the divine Lord. As 
all the participants marched by they were inundated with the chanting of the holy names 
of Krsna. 


After the last group went by the Lord's carts began to move. At the very front of the 
chanting party there was a large banner inscribed with the holy names — HARE KRSNA 
HARE KRSNA KRSNA KRSNA HARE HARE / HARE RAMA HARE RAMA RAMA RAMA 
HARE HARE. Then there were the graceful, charming matajis resplendent in gold, green, 
lilac and pink saris chanting and dancing enthusiastically. They were followed by the 
kirtana leader surrounded by the men playing mrdanga and karatala in front of Lord 
Jagannatha, Lord Baladeva and Lady Subhadra. 


Numerous devotees took turns leading kirtana. All along the parade route devotees 
distributed prasadam. Many bystanders and even members of the NYPD were coaxed 
into chanting the holy names for the pleasure of the Lord by the devotees leading the 
kirtana. 


As the harinama party of devotees approached the viewing grandstand, at the end of the 
parade route, the kirtana in praise of Lord Jagannatha, Lord Baladeva and Lady Subhadra 
reached an earth-shaking, deafening crescendo. The dancing and singing was other- 
worldly phenomenal and inspirational. After witnessing the powerful performance, the 
awed radio announcer broadcasting live in the stands commented over the loudspeaker: 
"Now that's the way to end a parade!" 


The Ratha Yatra was more than three hours of spiritually blissful chanting, dancing and 
prasadam distribution. I want to offer my humble obeisances at the feet of all the 
devotees responsible for putting on this spiritual parade, following in the lotus footsteps 


of Lord Chaitanya in Sri Ksetra, and also my gratitude for allowing me to participate in 
their delightful event. The organizers, led by her grace Mother Vilasa Manjari devi dasi, 
were more than true to every word in their advertisement and the parade lived up to its 
"lively and colorful" billing. 


After the parade the Lord's chariots were placed next to the prasadam distribution booth 
where passersby could take darshan of the Deities while devotees took turns serenading 
Their Lordships with sweet bhajans. . 


On a personal note - This fool Jagannatha dasa received a plate of scrumptious prasadam 
gratis (Madhu Pandit prabhu kindly sponsored me) and I also received a pocket-size 1972 
Bhagavad-gita As It Is, and some other spiritual literatures, also free. What to speak of 
the loving, merciful, transcendental association of all the Krsna bhaktas! 


LORD JAGANNATHA, LORD BALADEVA, LADY SUBHADRA KI JAI! 
SRILA PRABHUPADA KI JAI! 
BRONX RATHA YATRA KI JAI! 


Images from the Bronx, New York City, Festival of the Chariots, 2015 
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MANHATTAN & BROOKLYN, NEW YORK CITY, 2015 
A DAY AND AN EVENING WITH THE LORD OF THE UNIVERSE 
AND THE VAISNAVA DEVOTEES 


On the weekend of June 13 and 14 the 39th annual Manhattan, New York City, Ratha 
Yatra festival was celebrated. On Saturday, the 13th, Lord Jagannatha, Lord Baladeva 
and Lady Subhadra rode their awe-inspiring chariots down Fifth Avenue in Manhattan 
from 45th Street to Washington Square Park. On Sunday, the 14th, the devotees gathered 
for the long-standing tradition and always blissful conclusion of the festivities in New 
York - the maha-kirtana - at the Hare Krishna Bhakti Yoga Center in downtown 
Brooklyn. 


Let us start at the beginning - 


The advertised starting time for the parade was 11:00am. Of course that never happens. I 
arrived at 45th Street and Fifth Avenue at 10:30am on a very sunny morning. The carts 
were there and their Lordships were in the beginning stages of preparation. First of all I 
offered obeisances before each chariot. I could feel the instant reciprocal blessings as I 
touched my head to the ground in submission to the Deity forms of the Lord. Although 
there were a small number of devotees present they were enthusiastically chanting the 
holy names - HARE KRSNA HARE KRSNA KRSNA KRSNA HARE HARE / HARE RAMA 
HARE RAMA RAMA RAMA HARE HARE. 


There was a significant presence of members of the New York Police Department. There 
were about a dozen NYPD motorcycles lined up on the south side of 45th Street. There 
were a few police vans on the corner of Fifth Avenue occupied by numerous police 
officers. 


I stood on the northeast corner in the shade and watched and listened to the reactions of 
the crowds of pedestrians experiencing the completely unexpected transcendental sights 
and sounds. One elderly man told his companion - "It’s an East Indian parade." Another 
very old woman asked a policeman what was going on. He said to her "It’s the Hare 
Krishnas," and then he shrugged his shoulders. So many people stopped, stared, blinked, 
stared again, and then asked out loud - "What's that?" The majority of persons walking on 
the avenue stopped and took pictures. A large number of passersby walked over to the 
Lord's chariots to get a closer look. Devotees handed out pamphlets - "On Chanting Hare 
Krsna" - to any and all who would accept them. 


As I stood there I noticed a young man across the street on the west side of Fifth Avenue 
waiting for the light to change to cross over to the east side. He was shirtless and 
appeared visibly agitated. He was shouting something over and over and striking the air 
with clenched fists and appeared to be upset about something. Anger was written all over 
his face. I looked at the police and saw that they did not notice him. The light changed 
and he crossed the street all the while continuing his ill-tempered words and threatening 
body language. As he passed by me I decided to follow him just in case. He slowly 
walked through the crowds of devotees wearing dhotis and saris and tilaka, curiously 


eyeing everyone. As he went further into the groups of Vaisnavas and walked among the 
chanting devotees his heated attitude cooled. A devotee offered folded hands pranams to 
him and he returned the gesture. He was surrounded by bhaktas chanting Hare Krsna and 
his ire now appeared to be completely subdued. He was past the first two carts when he 
stopped, bent over forward, smiled, and offered folded hands pranams to a group of 
elderly devotees sitting near the last chariot and received theirs in return. Then he went 
peacefully on his way, his formerly agitated mood a thing of the past. 


It was 11:15am and by now the entire street was full of Jagannatha bhaktas and bhaktins 
chanting and dancing. The sunshine was very hot and there was very little shade but that 
was no deterrent to the enthusiastic kirtanas. A large white bus stopped across Fifth 
Avenue and unloaded a large number of devotees. The ropes to pull the chariots were laid 
out on the street and quickly picked up by everyone that could grab a handful and be 
blessed to pull the carts for the pleasure of the Lord. The motorcycle cops pulled out and 
went around the corner and the Lord's carts began to move and the Ratha Yatra was 
officially on. 


Lord Jagannatha's chariot rounded the corner and turned on to Fifth Avenue followed by 
the chariot carrying Lady Subhadra, the Sudarsana and Srila Prabhupada and behind that 
was Lord Baladeva's cart. Hundreds of devotees surrounded the royal conveyances and 
sang and danced together for the enjoyment of the Lord of the Universe. HARE KRSNA, 
HARE RAMA, HARI BOL, JAI JAGANNATHA, JAI BALADEVA, JAI SUBHADRA, 
NITAI GAURANGA, AND JAI PRABHUPADA. Over and over the transcendental sounds 
were repeated. 


According to the Padma Purana - "The holy name of Krsna is transcendentally blissful. 
It bestows all spiritual benedictions, for it is Krsna Himself, the reservoir of all pleasure. 
Krsna's name is complete, and it is the form of all transcendental experience. It is not a 
material name under any condition, and it is no less powerful than Krsna Himself. Since 
Krsna's name is not contaminated by the material qualities, there is no question of its 
being involved with maya [illusion]. Krsna's name is always liberated and spiritual; it is 
never conditioned by the laws of material nature. This is because the name of Krsna and 
Krsna Himself are identical." 


Krsna is unlimited. The glories of His holy name are also unlimited. The chanting of 
Krsna's name is a genuine spiritual experience. Krsna and His name are non-different. 
The name of Krsna is not a mundane sound vibration. Chanting the holy name of Krsna is 
the same as associating with Him and purifies our hearts and the hearts of anyone who 
hears the Krsna kirtana. The form of Lord Jagannatha is identical with the eternally 
youthful and blissful Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Sri Krsna. 


Lord Jagannatha's lotus eyes gazed lovingly upon all the unknowingly fortunate streams 
of living entities, either walking or driving, that came in contact with the joyful, colorful 
procession on this sunny Saturday afternoon. Fifth Avenue is sometimes referred to as the 
"Heart of New York City" and one reason this parade is held there is to cleanse and to 
purify directly the heart of the city with the holy names of the Lord. 


The chariots rolled down the center of the city. At the very front of the procession 
devotees took turns with a broom and swept the street clean for the Lord's parade. 
Devotees also took turns pulling the carts. Voices were chanting, karatalas, cymbals and 
gongs reverberating, mrdangas sweetly drumming, and horns and conch-shells all were 
sounding in unison. All activities were in sublime loving devotion to the Lord. 


I traveled back and forth from one cart to another, from one kirtana to another. I also 
walked at the front of the parade near the police escort and looked back at Lord 
Jagannatha's splendid chariots as they proceeded towards Washington Square Park. It 
was such a majestic sight. Watching from a distance as those wonderful vehicles carried 
their Lordships through the skyscraper buildings of Manhattan. The multitude of devotees 
chanting and dancing down the middle of the avenue all around the carts, the loud 
praising of the holy names of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The transcendental 
sounds vibrating up and down the steel and concrete canyon. The sidewalk on the east 
side crowded with Vaisnavas walking alongside of the parade, the different expressions 
of the people who never saw the cart festival before. It is the same every year and yet it is 
so very different every year. 


Seeing the Lord's procession from afar I try to imagine Lord Chaitanya and all of His 
eternal associates dancing and singing for the enjoyment of Lord Jagannatha in Puri 
hundreds of years ago. What immeasurable and unknowable bliss it must have been to 
see and hear and participate in that pastime of the Supreme Godhead and to bathe in the 
particles of dust raised by the lotus feet of the many saintly persons in Purusotamma 
Ksetra. Then I think how unfortunate I am to not have been there at that time and I feel 
sad. Then I think how fortunate I am that I am here now and able to take part in the same 
transcendental tradition thanks to the mercy of Srila Prabhupada and I feel happy again. 


As is my habit, whenever I am able to attend this unparalleled procession, I left the 
parade at the spot where Fifth Avenue crosses Broadway. Why you might ask? That is 
only the halfway point of the pageant route. I will tell you why in one word - prasadam! I 
apologize but I have no patience anymore when it comes to honoring Lord Jagannatha's 
prasadam. My material body is not as young as it once was in this lifetime and it isn't 
what it used to be. So [have to economize my energy. The sun, the heat, the chanting, the 
dancing, the walking, etc., are all factored in. Ultimately those are just excuses. I want 
prasadam! I know from decades of experience that the line for prasadam goes all the way 
around the block once the parade reaches the park. So I leave a little early. If it wasn’t 
apparent already, it should be obvious to everyone by now that I am not a very advanced 
devotee. I only think of how to please my tongue. 


On my way to Washington Square Park I was approaching 10th Street and was almost at 
the corner when I noticed a few dollar bills floating in the air and onto the sidewalk. I 
stopped and picked up a 10 dollar bill, a 5 dollar bill and two singles. I held them up in 
my cupped hands and asked the people passing by, "Whose are these? Did you drop 
these?" People were passing by left and right and no one said a word. I stood there with 
the cash in my hands, holding them up for everyone to see, and no one claimed them. So 


I thanked Lord Jagannatha for my small good fortune and put them in my pocket and 
continued on my way to the park. 


When I got to the park it was already crowded with so many devotees. Bhajans were 
being chanted on the main stage. Nectar and snacks were being sold in different booths. 
Bhajans were also being chanted on a small stage in another part of the park. There were 
booths selling devotional paraphernalia, booths selling books, booths with transcendental 
displays. But I did not see where the free feast was being served. I found a shady spot 
near the small bhajan band in the middle of the park and enjoyed the transcendental 
sound vibrations while I kept my eyes peeled for anyone passing by with a plate of 
prasadam. After a few moments a mataji passed by and I heard her say the free feast was 
on the sidewalk on the northeast side of the park. I was there in a flash and to my pleasant 
surprise there was no one on line. I gratefully accepted a plate covered with rice, two 
different subjis, halava, puri, and a sweet. I also took a cup of nectar. I honored the nectar 
and put the plate of prasadam in my backpack for later. 


Now that my prasadam anxiety was under control I went back into the park and took the 
time to check out all the different booths. I spent most of the money that flew into my 
hands on a small Nrsimhadeva doll for my youngest grandson. I met and spoke with a 
Prabhupada disciple I knew from my time in the 55th Street temple in the 70's. He lives 
in Mayapura and Alachua. He invited me to come and stay at either devotional 
community. I am near the end of my life in this body. I have 5, 10, 20 years at most or 
maybe just 5 minutes left in this human tenement. It would be nice to go back to living 
among the devotees instead of all alone. Is it possible for someone to start over at this late 
date? The prabhu told me about so many nice programs that I could be involved with and 
perform devotional service. I am used to living like a hermit with no Vaisnava 
association. I don't know if I could live in an ashrama with almost no privacy again as I 
did when I was young. I have not been outside of New York City in more than 30 years. I 
have not been on a plane since 1980. I have no funds. No resources. Are these reasons or 
excuses? 


Lord Jagannatha's chariots finally arrived at the park and I watched as the devotees 
chanted and danced and the Deities were carried from the carts and brought to the altar 
set up for them next to the main stage. I found a number of my god-brothers around the 
carts and got their association. I spoke with Nama Sankirtana dasa, Madhu Mangala dasa, 
Mahaprabhu dasa and Akrura dasa. At this time, as I knew it would be, the line for the 
free prasadam feast stretched all the way around the park. One of my god-brothers in the 
free feast management team gave some plates of prasadam to us. I found a shady spot in 
the grass and sat with Akrura prabhu and Madhu Mangala prabhu and his wife and son 
and honored the feast with them. 


After honoring prasadam I went to the side of the park behind Lord Jagannatha’'s altar and 
sat with my god-sisters Amara devi dasi, Parvati devi dasi, Mother Joan and their families 
and friends. I stayed with them for some time. I left their association to walk around the 
park again. I ran into another god-brother - Partha Dhanurdhara dasa prabhu. While we 
were associating at the east end of the park we met Bhushara prabhu and the three of us 


spoke together about current events in ISKCON. When Bhushara prabhu left us I 
accompanied Partha prabhu as he went to acquire some prasadam. This time there was no 
one on line so we quickly got some plates of Lord Jagannatha's mercy in the form of 
delectable vegetarian cuisine. I brought him to where Amara dasi and family were and we 
sat there and honored prasadam together. We conversed about old times in 55th Street. 
Another god-sister, Jai Sri devi dasi, visited for a few minutes. 


Once again I was on the move, this time with Partha prabhu. We both wandered around 
the park to see who or what we would see. I have to say that it was quite a spiritually 
purifying experience. We associated with a number of devotees from different 
communities. The festival is a great opportunity for the Vaisnavas who don't normally 
see each other to gather together (sadhu-sanga) and share the six symptoms of devotional 
love - offering gifts in charity, accepting charitable gifts, revealing one's mind in 
confidence, inquiring confidentially, accepting prasada and offering prasada. I was 
blessed to be allowed to participate in five out of the six activities. In addition to 
accepting so much prasada I was given a silver Nrsimha Kavaca from Sridam Mayapura 
and a pocket-size Bhagavada-gita As It Is, original unchanged edition. I gave two small 
gifts in charity. Hearing and speaking in confidence were also accomplished. 


The following evening I attended the maha-kirtana held at the Hare Krsna Bhakti Yoga 
Center in Brooklyn, also known as Radha Govinda Mandira. Anything that I may write 
will not sufficiently describe the ecstatic chanting and dancing in Sri Sri Radha Govinda's 
temple room that night. Their Lordships Sri Sri Radha Govinda and Lord Chaitanya 
oversaw the Gaura bhaktas chanting the holy names and dancing in ecstasy from the main 
altar of the temple. Lord Jagannatha, Lord Baladeva and Lady Subhadra witnessed the 
proceedings from an altar to the right of the main altar. Lord Jagannatha was doubly in 
attendance. He was literally beside Himself. He was also stationed on a pedestal to the 
left of the main altar where His immense solitary form, with lotus eyes and blissful smile, 
towered above all the devotees on the temple floor. All the Deities were radiant, their 
transcendental beauty unsurpassed. 


I offer my most humble dandavats at the feet of the many devotees involved in making 
this festival such a transcendent success. His grace Ramabhadra dasa prabhu and her 
grace Satya devi dasi, his grace Mahesvara dasa prabhu - the care-taker of the Deities, 
and all the truly surrendered souls of Radha Govinda Mandira in New York City that 
have put on this Ratha Yatra year after year deserve all the praise and thanks and 
blessings and recognition that may be heaped upon them. 


Without the mercy of Srila Prabhupada, who brought the "Festival of the Chariots" to the 
western world, none of this would be possible. yasya prasadad bhagavat prasado - By 
the mercy of the spiritual master one receives the benediction of Krsna. All glories, all 
glories, all glories to His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami. 


Srila Prabhupada said in a lecture in 1970 - "And the car festival takes place every year 
and millions of people go there to participate in that cart, car festival. So because we have 
started this Krsna consciousness movement in your country, this car festival and Lord 


Caitanya's taking part in this is one of the paraphernalia of our Krsna consciousness 
movement. And because it revives our consciousness about Krsna, it is an easy process 
for reviving mass Krsna consciousness. Therefore if you participate in these car festivals, 
as it is stated in the scriptures, rathe ca vamanam drstva punar janma na vidyate... If you 
kindly see these Jagannatha Deities riding on these cars and in procession, and as 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu chanted the Hare Krsna mantra in front of this car, then according 
to our Vedic scripture, if you participate in this festival, in your next life you'll go back, 
back to home, back to Godhead." 


Images from Manhattan 
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Brooklyn, New York City, Festival of the Chariots, 2015 
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JAGANNATHAH SVAMI NAYANA-PATHA-GAMI BHAVATU ME 
MAY THAT JAGANNATHA SVAMI BE THE OBJECT OF MY VISION 


